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whose safe keeping they had been left, *I could tell you5, writes
our publisher in his characteristic address from The Stationer to ih*
Reader, 'what a thirst and general inquiry hath been after what I
here present you, by all that have either seen or heard of them.
And by that time you have read them, you will believe me, who
have, now for many years, annually published the productions of
the best wits of our own and foreign nations.5
Milton, to step back a few years, had meantime been swept into
the whirlpool of politics as Latin Secretary to the newly appointed
Council of State (1649), writing in the same year the best known
of his official papers, Eikonoklastes, in reply to the famous Eikon
Basilike of Charles i (or John Gauden, Bishop of Worcester, as seems
more likely), which, appearing at the time of the King's execution,
had a sale so remarkable that some fifty editions of it are said to
have been exhausted in the same year. The manuscript copy of
this mysterious book was not received by Richard Royston, the
royal bookseller, at the Angel, in Ivy Lane, until 2 3rd December
1648, and great efforts were made to issue it before the King's
execution at the end of the following month. It was printed by
William Dugard, headmaster of Merchant Taylors School, where
he had set up a private printing press; and the work was ready, if
not immediately before the day of execution (soth January 1649),
at least immediately after, for we have it on Toland's authority
that a copy was bought on 3ist January. It has been suggested
that had this book appeared a week sooner it might have saved
the King's life. Dugard shortly afterwards printed Salmasius's
Defensio Regia, whereupon the Council of State committed him
to Newgate, turned his wife and family out of doors, seized
all his printing plant, and ordered the Governors of the School
to elect a new master. Subsequently Dugard made his peace
with Parliament, and being reinstated at his school, and having
his printing effects returned to him, he served the ruling
powers with the loyalty which he had hitherto displayed for the
Royalists. Among other things he printed Milton's official reply
to Salmasius.
The book trade, as sensitive then as now to outside disturb-
ance, was naturally affected during these years of strife* Most of
the reading matter of the day took the form of controversial
pamphlets or news-sheets, each side having its own organs, pub-
lished two or three times a week in the more stirriag stages of the